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offender to have a certain number of spears thrown at him.
On the day fixed for the carrying out of the sentence, all the
warriors were assembled just before sunrise at the place
where Rashleigh had been put through his ceremony of
initiation. The accused black, naked and unarmed, but
carrying a shield, was placed upon the mound and the
nearest relative of the murdered man or the aggrieved person
stood at seventy paces from the prisoner. Immediately the
sun's rim appeared above the horizon, the first spear was
thrown, followed by two or three more, according to the
number specified in the sentence. The culprit defended him-
self as best he could with his shield. Every warrior assem-
bled then, in turn, discharged the same number of spears,
which completed the sentence* Whether the man died or
survived, it was forbidden ever again to speak of his offence,
Rashleigh was astonished at the dexterity with which these
natives defended themselves with the shield, which varied
from eight inches to a foot in width. In several instances
he had seen criminals ward off a succession of as many as
three hundred spears, and escape with only four or five leg
wounds.
As sentence for crimes of unusual atrocity it was ordered
that twenty-one warriors should simultaneously throw a
spear at the culprit, which was equivalent to being con-
demned to death. The aborigines were adepts at spear-
throwing, the majority being able to strike a small bird at
a hundred paces, and with force enough to penetrate as
much as four inches into the trunk of a tree. There was
consequently no hope for the most expert shieldsman to meet
or turn a flight of spears flung by a picked band of warriors.
Rashleigh saw no man condemned to this punishment
escape with his life.
The aborigines, he found, mated without any kind of
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